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Senior Director, Engineering Honors 
Program, Unocal Professor and 
Regents Professor, Co-Director Parasol 
Lab, Department of Computer Science 
and Engineering 

Amato has been a member of 
the faculty at Texas A&M since 1995. She received 
bachelor’s degrees from Stanford University, her 
Master of Science from the University of California at 
Berkeley, and her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois. 
She is the recipient of numerous research, teaching 
and mentoring awards, including one for outstanding 
service to honors education. She has worked with 
more than 100 undergraduate researchers. Her 
research interests include motion planning and 
robotics, computational biology and geometry, and 
parallel and distributed computing. She is an AAAS 
Fellow, an ACM Fellow and an IEEE Fellow.

FAST TRACK GRADUATE PROGRAM This program 
enables students to complete a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree within five years. Students take 
certain graduate courses and receive credit for 
both the undergraduate and graduate versions 
of the course, reducing the number of courses 
required to obtain a graduate degree. Engineering 
Honors students can use these courses toward the 
needed honors credits for the honors distinction.

ENMED This program will be Texas A&M’s 
innovative engineering medicine school option 
at Houston Methodist Hospital, developed to 
educate those who will create transformational 
technology for health care. Part of the College of 
Medicine and the College of Engineering, EnMed 
will be an integrated educational and research 
medical school with a focus on innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

GRAND CHALLENGE SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
This is a selective, three-year program in which 
students achieve in-depth understanding of their 
technical area in the context of research related 
to a Grand Challenge problem while also gaining 
interdisciplinary, entrepreneurial, global and 
service learning expertise and experiences.

MASTERS DEGREES IN BUSINESS The Mays 
Business School offers seven different one-year 
Master of Science (MS) programs for engineering 
students interested in pursuing a graduate degree 
in business.

ZACHRY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM This is a five-
semester program jointly managed by the College 
of Engineering and the Zachry Group that prepares 
engineering students to become future leaders.
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DEPARTMENT TRACKS 
After entering a major, students follow a major-
specific track of Engineering Honors. Each 
department has designed a track to include discipline-
specific activities and requirements that are most 
suitable for its students. These tracks (listed below) 
are each led by a department coordinator, a top 
researcher and teacher in their field. 
Aerospace Engineering
Biomedical Engineering
Computer Science & 	
Engineering
Electrical & Computer                                                                                           
Engineering
Industrial & Systems   	
Engineering
Ocean Engineering

Biological & Agricultural
Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Engineering Technology   & 
Industrial Distribution
Mechanical Engineering
Nuclear Engineering
Petroleum Engineering

RELATION TO UNIVERSITY HONORS
All of the honors hours taken for the Engineering 
Honors program can be used toward the Texas 
A&M University Honors program. Each Honors 
program has its own application, deadlines and 
unique features. The University Honors program 
includes access to the University Honors Housing 
(required for freshmen). Engineering Honors 
provides discipline-specific activities, networking 
and additional honors faculty advisers in the 
student’s department.



ENGINEERING HONORS  provides the opportunity for 
students to interact with other high achieving students and honors faculty, 
creating a community of scholars that combines the benefits of a small 
college with the resources of a major research institution. Engineering Honors 
scholars have access to honors courses that have small enrollments, promoting 
close interaction between the faculty and students. Students receive specialized 
academic advising from leading faculty, participate in undergraduate research 
and engage in special activities for honors students, such as 
lunches with faculty, seminars and networking opportunities with 
leaders in academia and industry.

 

HONORS COURSES Honors courses have greatly 
reduced class sizes and are taught by top faculty.

SPECIALIZED ADVISING Honors advisers help with 
course selection and advise on research, career 
preparation and personal development.

SEMINARS AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 
Honors students have access to world leaders in 
academia and industry who will discuss career options 
students might not otherwise consider.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH Honors students 
engage in one-on-one research with our faculty and 
are integrated into their research groups. These 
experiences help students learn about the research 
process, prepare for graduate studies and make them 
competitive for graduate admissions and fellowships. 

PRIORITY REGISTRATION Honors students may 
register two days prior to the start of the ordinary 
registration period. Incoming freshmen have the 
benefit of registering for honors sections at their New 
Student Conferences.

RECOGNITION Upon successful completion, students 
receive a designation on their permanent transcript, 
a certificate of completion and graduation regalia 
consisting of an Engineering Honors stole and lapel 
pin.

BENEFITS
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ELIGIBILITY
INCOMING FRESHMAN Engineering Majors:
Incoming freshmen who have applied to Texas A&M 
with a preference for engineering.  
CURRENTLY ENROLLED engineering students must 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or above.
TRANSFER engineering students who enter with a 3.5 
GPA or higher may register for honors courses and can 
apply to the program after their first semester at Texas 
A&M.
Criteria:
Admission is competitive. Review of applications is 
holistic taking into consideration the applicant’s record 
of academic achievement and demonstrated potential 
for creativity, curiosity, and leadership, with the goal 
of identifying students who will benefit the most from 
and bring the most to the program. Approximately 
10% of each class will be admitted to the program.
Note regarding Admission to the Major: 
Students with 3.5 GPA or better (the requirement 
for maintaining honors status) after 2 semesters are 
guaranteed entry to the major of their choice.

ADMISSION
Engineering Honors is open to all eligible students in the 
College of Engineering at Texas A&M, including students in the 
Texas A&M Engineering Academy.

Students are admitted to Engineering Honors on a competitive 
basis. Applications are evaluated on a continual basis (rolling 
admissions). Incoming freshmen and transfer students 
should complete their application at least four weeks before 
attending their New Student Conference or by December 1 to 
receive full consideration for scholarships and the Engineering 
Honors Living Learning Community for the next academic year.   
Continuing students should complete their application at least 
two weeks before the start of the semester (fall/spring) to allow 
priority registration for the following semester.

Links to the online application, instructions and more 
information can be found at the Engineering Honors website: 
engineering.tamu.edu/eh


